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Jacob blows an
animal horn to
call the villagers
of Hadakai,
Nigeria, to work
on their
community dam.
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Mike Gehman of
Fivepointville, Pa., left,
and Nelson Gehman of
Bowmansville, Pa., bag
grain at a mill in Ephrata,
Pa. The grain was part
of an MCC shipment of
1,000 metric tons of corn
and beans for Kinshasa,
Zaire. At year-end people
there were experiencing
food shortages, 3,000
percent inflation and 70
percent unemployment.

1991 board decisions
• In January 1991 the MCC board adopted a new mission
statement (see sidebar). The board also agreed in the
next four years to: (1) strengthen program within Islamic
contexts, (2) strengthen education for North American
churches, (3) expand the conciliation aspect of overseas
program, (4) increase support for exchanges between
North Americans and people of other continents and (5)
explore options for new program among indigenous
people in Latin America and pastoralists in Africa.
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1991 in review
1991 's headlines included war in the Persian Gulf, the
break-up of the Soviet Union and eastern Europe,
crushing world debt and disasters such as the
eruption of Mt. Pinatubo in the Philippines. These
difficult experiences highlighted the continuing
importance of Mennonite Central Committee's 71-year
ministry to people suffering from poverty, conflict,
oppression and natural disaster.
Resources
People were MCC's best resource in 1991, as every year.
MCC could not minister to those in need without its
workers, volunteers, contributors and partners.
Nearly 1,000 workers dedicated their time and talents to
serving others "In the name of Christ" through MCC.
Constituents contributed about $16.5 million
U.S./$18.9 million Cdn. to MCC for its work overseas
and in North America. They also donated food
commodities and material resources such as school kits
and health kits that MCC shared in 23 countries.
Volunteers at thrift shops, relief sales, SELFHELP
Crafts stores and material resource centers shared
thousands of hours with MCC.
Partners overseas and in North America interpreted
local cultures, languages, wisdom and customs to MCC
workers so their ministry could be appropriate.

• In Canada MCC reaffirmed its historic commitment to
send overseas the majority of contributions received
from Mennonite and Brethren in Christ church members.
• In Canada MCC agreed to place higher priority on
service in the Maritimes, Newfoundland and Labrador.
For the past 20 years, the bulk of MCC's service in
Canada has occurred in the provinces where most
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ live — British
Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba and Ontario.
• In the United States MCC acknowledged that peace and
justice issues permeate its programs. With this in mind,
the U.S. executive committee and Peace Section board
proposed that Peace Section staff report to U.S. board
members rather than to a separate Peace Section board as
before. The U.S. board will vote on this proposal at its
February 1992 annual meeting.
1991 program developments
• The Persian Gulf War and its aftermath dominated
MCC agenda in 1991. In response to the war, MCC sent
short-term relief workers to Iran, Iraq and Turkey;
shipped relief supplies to Iran, Iraq, Jordan and the
Israeli-occupied West Bank; brought Middle East
Christians to North America to inform our communities
of the situation of Middle East Christians; and called for
non-military sanctions against Iraq to be lifted.
• A devastating cyclone in April put Bangladesh in the
news. At least 150,000 people died; millions more lost
their meager possessions and means of livelihood. MCC
and its partners shared $180,000 U.S./$206,900 Cdn.
worth of food, clothing, medicines and shelter with more
than 1.000 families.
• Workers and partners in Haiti, Zaire and Yugoslavia
coped with political instability and uncertainty,
(continued on next page)
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(continued from page 2)
• MCC placed workers in four new countries: Syria, Iran,
Iraq and Angola. At year-end MCC had 986 people
serving "In the name of Christ" in 53 countries, including
Canada and the United States.
• Mennonite Disaster Service (MDS) received a "Good
Neighbor Award" from the American Red Cross for its
19 months of work in South Carolina after Hurricane
Hugo hit in September 1989. In that time more than
7,000 MDS volunteers from Canada and the United
States repaired, renovated and built homes for more than
1,200 families.
1991 was a year for sharing hope. MCC workers
prayerfully and diligently shared hope with others. They
also received hope from these people, hope that sustained
them and strengthened their faith in God, as the stories
that follow illustrate.
• • • Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker
MCC Information Services

New MCC mission
statement
Mennonite Central
Committee is an agency
of the Mennonite and
Brethren in Christ
churches in North
America.
MCC seeks to
demonstrate God's love
through committed
women and men who
work among people
suffering from poverty,
conflict, oppression and
natural disaster.
MCC serves as a channel
for interchange between
churches and community
groups where we work
around the world and the
North American churches
who send us, so that all
may grow and be
transformed.
MCC strives for peace,
justice and dignity of all
people by sharing our
experiences, resources
and faith in Jesus Christ.

Betty Szilassy of Hanover,
Ont., right, is encouraged
by this farmer in
Taicambo, Brazil, who has
with MCC help diversified
his operation. It now
includes goats,
honeybees, citrus fruit,
rabbits and sweet
potatoes. He plants grass
barriers in his fields to
prevent erosion; in the
1970s MCC helped him
build a cistern.
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MCC worker in Chad,
Tony Sauder of
Hagerstown, Md.,
operates an MCC rower
pump. Workers there
also distributed improved
seed varieties and
promoted terraces in
gardens and fields to
reduce soil erosion and
increase water retention.
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"Give us this day our daily bread." The Lord's Prayer,
stories of manna from heaven and feeding the 5,000,
remind us it is not God's will that people are hungry.
Sharing hope with hungry people includes, among other
things, helping them obtain daily bread. In fact MCC's
first act was to share food with hungry people in Russia in
1920, a tradition that continues 71 years later.
In 1991 MCC gave some 19,000 metric tons of grain, milk
powder and beans to people in 23 countries, including
Sudan, Ethiopia, Mozambique, Nicaragua, Egypt and
Liberia. About 100 metric tons of skim milk powder and
200 metric tons of a wheat/pea food supplement went to
Somali refugees in a Kenyan camp that held 25,000 people.
At Cafe 458 in Atlanta, Ga., a worker served meals to street
people. Waiters, waitresses, flowers on the tables and
menus gave clients individual attention and choices,
elements often missing in soup kitchens and on the street.
MCC also shared hope with hungry people by helping them
grow their own food. In Jordan, for example, workers
provided drip irrigation tubing and the services of
agriculturists to 20 families in an isolated village. They
now grow tomatoes, cucumbers, peppers, eggplants and
more on their quarter-acre/0.1-hectare plots.
Dry-season gardens in eastern Burkina Faso got a boost
from new MCC-promoted shallow-well rower pumps. A
local blacksmith built the pumps and sold them for a
fraction the cost of equivalent pumps available in
Burkina Faso.
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Self-taught Haitian painter Pierre Edgard Satyre, pictured
here, earns a living by selling his art to SELFHELP Crafts and
other alternative trading organizations. SELFHELP Crafts, a
job creation program of MCC, created the equivalent of
12,700 full-time jobs in 31 countries by selling crafts through
135 shops in North America.

Stewards of the Land, an MCC-supported agricultural
concerns groups, met with Manitoba farmers to discuss a
proposal to start land trusts in which debt-ridden farmers
could transfer their land titles to a community-based
trust. The non-profit trust could obtain grants, low-interest
loans and donations to pay off debts.
At year-end MCC, with Mennonites in Europe, made plans
to send food and relief supplies to the newly independent
republic of Croatia where war had created about 500,000
refugees and left more than 10,000 people dead or
wounded.
MCC Contact (USPS 689-760) is published in
February, May, August, and November
by Mennonite Central Committee, PO Box 500,
Akron, PA 17501-0500. Editors are Charmayne
Denlinger Brubaker, Ardell Stauffer and John
Longhurst. Design by Ronald Tinsley. Copies
are sent in bulk to church addresses upon
request. Address correspondence to MCC
Contact Editor. 21 South 12th Street, PO Box
500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. In Canada,
address correspondence to MCC Contact
Editor. MCC Canada. 134 Plaza Dr.. Winnipeg.
MB. R3T 5K9. Second class postage paid at
Akron, Pa., and additional mailing offices.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to PO
Box 500, Akron, PA 17501-0500. Printed in
U.S.A.

Eighteen years ago Uncle
Chieng decided to make a
pond to save water and
raise fish. "I started," he
recalls, "by digging 25
baskets a day (about 10
cubic feet/0.3 cubic
metre). It took me eight
years to get it the size I
wanted it. By then I could
see how useful it was, so I
kept digging for the next
10 years."
Twenty-five baskets
a day
"Twenty years ago I was a
typical Thai farmer,"
recalls Uncle Chieng, an
energetic 60-year-old.
"I planted only rice. When
we needed vegetables,
fish or fruit, I would go to
the market, sell some rice
and buy what we needed.
Then I started thinking
that most things we were
buying in the market I
could grow."
Today six acres/2.4hectares of fish ponds,
fruit trees, and animal
sheds surround his new
but modest two-story
house. What made the
difference? Water and
work.

Photo credits: Page 1, Dave Klassen; page 2,
Howard Zehr: page 3. Harvey Harman, Bruce
Hildebrand; page 4. Jim Shenk, Jim King; page
5, Mark Beach, J. Fred Kauffman; page 6, Dick
H. Epp. Dave Klassen; page 7, Stan Reedy,
Bruce Hildebrand: page 8, Nancy Arcellana;
page 9. Howard Zehr, John Longhurst; page 10.
Dorothy Littel Greco: page 11, Lamar Fretz,
Bruce Hildebrand. Howard Zehr; page 12. John
Leckie: page 13, Bruce Hildebrand. Howard
Zehr; page 16, Howard Zehr.
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Eighteen years of "25
baskets a day" has yieldec
six ponds and an
abundance of fish. The
ponds also sustain his
orchard of mango, papaya
coconut, guava, banana
and other tropical fruits.
On an MCC-sponsored
study tour some
Cambodian farmers and I
added our names to the
long list of visitors in
Uncle Chieng's guest
book. As we rode away I
felt humbled and
challenged: what "25
baskets a day" could I
have been digging for the
past 18 years?
• • • J. Fred Kauffman of
West Point, Neb.
MCC Vietnam
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In 1991 MCC had 45 health workers in 23 countries. They
treated people who were ill; they also worked to prevent
illnesses by such methods as immunizing children and
teaching nutrition. Appropriate technologists worked to
ensure clean drinking water to prevent many waterborne
diseases.

Workers record traditional
Innu health care
Workers Bernie and Marie
Wiebe of Saskatoon,
Sask., went to Labrador to
teach Native Canadians
about health care. While
there they developed a
profound respect for
traditional Native health
practices.
"The elders told us that in
the old days they could
take care of their own
health needs," Bernie
said. "They didn't need
doctors and hospitals.
They utilized a variety of
things from their
environment, from the
plant and animal world
around them" such as
branches, needles, bark
and berries.

MCC sent its first health workers overseas in the early
1940s. Among those were Edna Hunsberger who cared for
elderly evacuees in England; Elfrieda Klassen Dyck who
cared for babies in Wales; and Dr. John Schmidt who cared
for people with leprosy in Paraguay.

I

At once-a-month child-weighing clinics in Indonesia,
workers provided subsidized medicines for children and
taught gardening skills and nutrition.

Yet this storehouse of
traditional knowledge was
being lost as elders died,
so Wiebes decided to
videotape Innu elders
talking about their
traditional health
practices.
Wiebes learned about the
"richness of Innu culture
and gained a strong sense
of the wholeness
represented by traditional
Innu life." They also came
to see that the Innu's
traditional health care
methods can instruct
modern society. "It may
point the way to taking
responsiblity for our own
health care," Bernie says,
"instead of relying on a
'quick fix.'"

In Florida health workers cared homeless people in Miami
and migrant workers in Belle Glade. An MCC nurse and
pastoral counselor served in two Kentucky hospices.
Skin and respiratory infections, malnutrition, diarrhea and
anemia were common health problems in the Yucumo
region of Bolivia. MCC workers there concentrated on
training local health promoters.
About 500 malnourished children in Teustepe, Nicaragua,
received a glass of milk daily in feeding centers run by the
Christian development agency CEP AD. Milk adds
nutrients essential for growth to their bean and rice diet.
An MCC worker directed the feeding program, part of
MCC's support for rural community-based health programs
there.
Tina Dyck of South Abbotsford (B.C.) Mennonite Brethren
Church started a drive to collect blankets and afghans from
church members for AIDS Vancouver, an agency that
supports people with AIDS. Her effort led to the start of
MCC's Project Blanket, through which Mennonites in
British Columbia share afghans and blankets with people
with AIDS.

\.
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Villagers in Hadakai,
Nigeria, build a dam for
collecting potable drinking
water.
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In Vietnam MCC provided
funds for a School Primal
Dental Health Care
Program. MCC's aid is
small but important since
the Ministry of Health ha:
no budget for such oral
health programs.

Carolyn Albrecht of New
Hamburg, Ont., worker in
Bolivia, demonstrates the
MCC-invented rope pump,
which helps ensure clean
drinking water.

A doctor in Egypt worked in a clinic run by the Coptic
Orthodox Church. He also helped set up a new health
clinic for low-income families.
In Nigeria two MCC doctors saw outpatients, trained
community health workers and supervised care of
tuberculosis patients, malnourished children and other
patients at a rural health center run by the Church of Christ
in Nigeria. A nurse served at a monthly immunization
clinic and pre-natal clinic at one of the church's
dispensaries.
Workers in Amadora, Portugal, started health promotion,
Bible teaching, counseling and literacy work. Amadora, a
suburb of Lisbon, is home to poor people who have come
from Portugese colonial territories.
MCC and the Jamaican Mennonite Church opened two
health clinics in rural areas. People appreciate the
opportunity to receive health care without walking several
miles down the mountains, notes the MCC nurse who
worked at the clinic and trained community health workers.
"We hope that by paying attention to people's physical
needs we will also be the spiritual lights Christ wants us to
be," wrote the country representative there.
7 MCC Contact/February 1992

A Philippine "internal
refugee" stands with her
belongings in Dumaguete
City. She and about 1,300
others live on the city's
athletic field. The
Philippine military bombed
their homes and the
homes of thousands of
others as part of its "total
war" policy against
communist insurgents.
This policy, backed
financially by the U.S.
government, displaces
hundreds of innocent
people each year. In 1991
MCC gave a grant for food
and medical supplies for
some of the refugees.
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Over the past 71 years, MCC service has been linked to
human suffering caused by war. MCC was founded in the
aftermath of World War I as a response to the suffering that
followed revolution and civil war in Russia.
World War II gave rise to service in Europe, Taiwan, Hong
Kong and Japan as MCC helped people rebuild shattered
lives and homes.
War in the Middle East resulted in programs in Jordan and
the West Bank. Conflict in post-colonial Africa in the 1960s
also prompted MCC service. The Vietnam War found North
Americans hosting thousands of "boat people" who were
resettled in North America and questioning links between
war, nationhood and human suffering.
1991 brought the Persian Gulf War and sanctions against
Iraq, the effects of which ricochetted through the world.
MCC shared milk powder, blankets, clothing, layettes,
cooking oil, wheat and medical supplies with Iraqis, evacuees
in Jordan, and Kurdish and Shiite refugees in Turkey, Iran
and Iraq. MCC also asked North Americans to call for an
end to non-military sanctions against Iraq, so Iraqi children
and elderly people would no longer starve and the country
could rebuild its infrastructure.
But 1991 was not only war. Peace came to Angola after
three decades of conflict. At year-end peace also seemed
within reach for Cambodia, after more than 20 years of
violence and suffering.
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MCC helped sponsor several meetings that brought together
representatives of major Somali clans to discuss
reconciliation. Somalia's civil war intensified in 1989. In
Ethiopia a worker helped form a committee that contributed
to the peace process there.
MCC also supported efforts for peace by the Christian
Council of Mozambique. Children in Mozambique, a
country plagued with violence since 1980, demonstrated their
desire for an end of violence by destroying toy guns in
Maputo at a city-wide celebration sponsored by the council.
They called on parents, toy manufacturers and merchants to
provide them with constructive rather than destructive toys.
In Ottawa, Ont., and Washington, D.C., workers monitored
legislation and helped MCC workers witness to lawmakers
about suffering they had seen that was caused by U.S. and
Canadian policies and actions.
The Honduran Mennonite Church started an alternative
service project for youth who are conscientious objectors. In
one project, the youth, with neighbors, dug drainage ditches
in Tegucigalpa. This project combines work and reflection,
so youth can deepen their commitment to service.
MCC volunteers also shared Christ's peace with people
caught in conflict-torn families, churches and communities.
Mennonite Conciliation Service trained church members and
leaders in mediation skills. In an MCC-supported program in
New Orleans, school children learned to solve their fights
with mediation rather than knives.
Six women in British Columbia who were victims of sexual
abuse found hope by confronting and overcoming fear. They
participated in unique "face-to-face" meetings with male sex
offenders, a pilot project sponsored by an MCC-supported
Victim/Offender Reconciliation Program to sensitize sex
offenders to the effects of their actions on victims. One
woman said the meeting was a catalyst toward her healing.
Said another: "The program has empowered me to help
others in my situation."

Worker rediscovers
connectedness
"You hear in Sunday
School about how interdependent we are—how
what we do here really
affects people there and
how what they do affects
us. My connectedness to
people in other parts of
the world has a more
concrete aspect to it
now," said Noel Nickle of
Townsend, Tenn., after
serving three years in
the Middle East.
She taught English in
Egypt and served
Bangladeshi refugees in
Jordan's Mercy Camp in
September 1990 after Iraq
invaded Kuwait.

"Crossing the Boundary," a packet about sexual abuse by
professionals, was prepared by MCC to help Mennonites and
Brethren in Christ find ways to understand and help victims
of sexual abuse, abusers and the families and churches caught
in between.

She says she feels
connected to people in
Egypt, Iraq, Jordan and
Bangladesh: "When the
allies began bombing Iraq,
I wondered about the Iraqi
bus drivers I had met.
When they bombed the
main road between Jordan
and Iraq, I remembered
driving that road. When
Bangladesh suffered
election violence in
December 1990 and the
April 1991 cyclone, I
wondered about Jesem
and the many other
Bangladeshis I met at
Mercy Camp."

Burnt-out tank, Ethiopia
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Poverty, racism, stereotypes, prejudices, illiteracy,
disabilities and handicaps kept some people from developing
and sharing their talents, wisdoms and strengths. MCC
volunteers shared hope with these people in various ways.
Palestinian youth living in refugee camps in Lebanon studied
electronic repair, barbering, hairdressing and other trades at
an MCC-sponsored school near Sidon. Learning these skills
gave them hope for future employment and a better life.
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Stereotypes of Muslims and Christians in Sudan were broken
down through the Atbara Women's Association, which
employed 15 women from the south and 15 women from the
north in a shirt-making program. Cooperation among these
Muslim and Christian women provided a unique model in
war-torn Sudan. MCC paid training costs for the manager
and an MCC worker met with the group.
Families of political prisoners and detainees in South Africa
received MCC support. MCC also gave a grant to the
Transkei Council of Churches for a brick-making project
with a community of people who live on a refuse dump.
College-age minority youth in the United States developed
leadership skills, served as teachers, pastors and day camp
workers and earned money for college through the Summer
Service Program. In Pine Ridge, S.D., for example,
three youth of the Sioux Nation learned construction while
upgrading church facilities there.
An MCC couple in Germany ministered to asylum-seekers,
particularly Vietnamese who were victims of an increased
number of violent attacks. These people were brought from
Vietnam to Germany as guest workers; German reunification
brought unemployment and increased racism.

Andy Grove, right, worker
in Belle Glade, Fla., tutors
Damas Forestal, left, and
other Creole-speaking
children after school.
Belle Glade is home to
some 3,000 Haitian
seasonal migrant workers.
Andy is from Richmond,
Va. In Kentucky MCC
workers tutor illiterate
adults and prisoners.

Newly arrived Mennonite immigrants found life in Ontario
difficult until a recently arrived immigrant, a public health
nurse and an MCC volunteer created the Eastern Canada
Kanadier Clothing Co-op Corporation, a sewing cooperative
for Mennonite women from Mexico. In 1991 the co-op,
owned and operated by eight Kanadier women, made
$30,000 Cdn./$26,100 U.S. in sales. The co-op gives the
women jobs and a new-found sense of self-worth and selfesteem.
MCC workers in Bolivia served the Quechua Indians who
have moved from the highlands to the eastern lowlands of
Bolivia. Many Indians have moved to the lowlands to claim
farmland now available due to an agrarian reform law.
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Paul Taylor, right, works
one-on-one with Richard
Klassen, left, and other
mentally handicapped
individuals. Richard lives
in Babich House, one of
seven group homes owned
by Supportive Care
Services, a program of
MCC British Columbia.
Paul is from Camrose,
Alta.

Residents see community
in a new way
The St. Thomas housing
project in New Orleans,
La., where MCC has
served since 1980, is
known as a violent, drugridden neighborhood. Yet
MCC workers know there
is much more to the lives
of St. Thomas residents
than poverty and despair.

The culture and livelihood
of Palestinian farmers,
such as the man here, is
threatened as the Israeli
government expropriates
their land and water. MCC
shared hope with these
farmers, Muslim and
Christian, in various ways
including support for the
Applied Research Institute
of Jerusalem where
agriculturists research
new sources of cattle feed
and more efficient ways to
use rainwater.

In 1991 a worker
photographed and
interviewed 45 residents
of St. Thomas and then
prepared a documentary
photo exhibit, as a way to
introduce MCC's
constituency to some of
the people with whom
MCC works and give
some of the
neighborhood's 6,000
residents a chance to
introduce themselves
in a dignified way.
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The exhibit met these
goals and enabled
residents to see
themselves in a new way.
The exhibit "shows how
we are and not how the
media protrays us to be —
dirty and on drugs," noted
Fanny McKnight, vice
president of the St.
Thomas Residents'
Council.
Carlos Crockett, pictured
above, said at the opening
of the exhibit: "This
makes me see my
community in a whole new
way. It gives me a sense
of pride in my people."

Charles Martin, left, of
Salem Ridge Mennonite
Church in Greencastle,
Pa., and Raymond Wingert
of New Guilford Brethren
in Christ Church in
Chambersburg, Pa,, check
signals before continuing
work on the "houseagainst-hunger" in
Chambersburg. In 1991
MCC partners in the
United States built six
"houses-against-hunger,"
using donated materials
and volunteer labor. Sale
of these houses raised
some $700,000 U.S./
$804,600 Cdn. for MCC.

MCC workers in militarized Guatemala found hope in the
village of Santiago Atitlan. The entire religious community
there — Catholic, Protestant and Mayan — came together
after a late 1990 massacre by the military. They expelled the
military and then organized and took responsibility for public
security and protection in the town, which saw peace and
tranquility for all of in 1991. Witnessing this miracle of
nonviolent resistance and ecumenical collaboration inspired
workers there to continue working for peace.
North American volunteers at five collection centers shared
hope with MCC by giving some 5,560 workdays to prepare
blankets, layette bundles and other material resources for
shipping overseas. Volunteers at thrift shops, relief
sales and SELFHELP Crafts stores contributed thousands
more hours, hours of love for others on which MCC is built.
Cassava disease and drought meant no harvests for farmers in
parts of northwestern Tanzania. Tanzanian Mennonites
organized to purchase grain and gather surplus food for those
in need. MCC and the Tanzanian government were
pleased to help cover some of the transport costs associated
with this church-organized response to human need.

"It is right that we should thank God for you, because your
faith increases mightily, and the love you have for all grows
even greater" (2 Thess. 1:3).
While MCC shared hope with neighbors, MCC partners in
North America and overseas brought hope to MCC.
Mrs. Gomez, a Christian in India, inspired MCC workers
there. Her income was modest, her home small, but when
she noticed the financial troubles of her Muslim neighbors
she volunteered to shelter, feed, clothe and educate their
daughter Ladoo. When educational expenses became too
much, Mrs. Gomez asked MCC to help through its Global
Family Program. "Two rays of hope stood out," wrote a
worker in India, "one, Mrs. Gomez was used by God to help
people less privileged irrespective of caste or creed; two, her
Christianity was so genuine Ladoo's parents have not
objected to her being raised in a different faith." North
American sponsors through the Global Family Program
helped Ladoo and about 2,000 other children and young
adults in 12 countries attend school.

MCC workers in Germany were moved by Tante
Pennersche's choice. At year-end Tante Pennersche, 80, a
German Umsiedler from Russia, was awaiting her fourth
move and a new home. In her life she had moved from the
Volga to Siberia, from Siberia to Kazakhstan and from
Kazakhstan to a newly established Umsiedler centre in the
former East Germany where MCC workers served. Tante
Pennersche has relatives in western Germany, but when she
heard Mennonitische Umsiedlerbetreuung, an interMennonite committee, would help Mennonite Umsiedler
find preachers and settle in eastern Germany, she chose to be
near her church.
Youth groups from British Columbia and Oregon joined
California church volunteers to cut, dry and pack more than
6,000 tons of donated peaches, nectarines, apricots and
plums; the dried fruit was then sold at MCC relief sales. In
1991 36 relief sales in Canada and the United States raised
some $4.6 million U.S./S5.3 million Cdn. for MCC work.
MCC workers in Egypt found hope when they attended
weekly Bible studies at St. Mark's Cathedral in downtown
Cairo. In a country where Christians are less than 10 percent
of the population, the Bible study and cathedral serves as an
oasis to the 5,000 to 7,000 Coptic Orthodox Christians who
gather each week, wrote workers there.
12 MCC Contact/February 1992

Cathy Janzen says she
learned brotherly and
sisterly love from the
people of Vila Dos
Milagres, Brazil. They
spoke slowly and carefully
so she could understand;
they gave her gifts; they
helped her make change
at the neighborhood shop.
"It was a daily love that
made me feel welcome,"
said Janzen, who was an
intern there with MCC
Canada's Service
Education Program.
Janzen, a student at
Conrad Grebel College in
Waterloo, Ont., is from St.
Catherines, Ont.
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Zairean neighbors stand
with family
MCC worker Jim Davies of
Sooke, B.C., and his family
left Zaire late September
1991 as political unrest
shook the country. The
days before their
departure were filled with
anxiety and uncertainty.
In the midst of this, the
Davies family renewed
their faith and
commitment to serving
Jesus through the
example of their
neighbors.
The family had been living
in a small community
among Zairean church
leaders for several
months. Shared coffees
and chats helped build
good relationships, yet the
Davies were overwhelmed
by the depth of love their
neighbors showed them
when the sounds of gun
shots and rioting neared
their compound.
"If you are threatened, I
will stand with you," said
their neighbor, a local
pastor. "I am prepared to
die with you, if need be."

"Hanan taught me to keep
on going and never give
up, even in the face of
difficulty," recalls Linda
Stucky of Goshen, Ind.,
who worked with MCC in
the Israeli-occupied West
Bank from 1986 to 1991.
"Hanan grew up in a
refugee camp; her parents
lost their home twice. She
taught me that life goes on
despite hard
circumstances; moping
changes nothing."

"I was overwhelmed to
think somebody would die
for me," said Jim. "Two or
three other people looked
me in the eye and
repeated this
commitment."
"How could we respond?
How could we repay this
debt? As we thought
about this, it occurred to
us that this scenario had
been played out before.
Jesus Christ had also
offered to die for us. What
had seemed like a remote
concept before now took
on new meaning."
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"Adla Issa's compassion
for the military occupiers
of her homeland inspired
me," recalls Linda Stuckey
of Goshen, Ind., who
worked with MCC in the
Israeli-occupied West
Bank from 1986 to 1991.
"Daily I saw her
compassion. It was in her
tone of voice and in her
attitude. Adla would say
to me, 'I hate what these
people are doing to me,
but they are people and I
care about them."' Adla
has been the accountant
at the MCC office in
Jerusalem since 1964.

MCC Financial
Income

U.S. contributions
Canada contributions*
Other contributions
Grants—Non-Governmental*
Grants—Governmental*
SELFHELP Crafts
Other revenue
Material resources in kind—U.S.
Material resources in kind—Canada*

10,677,424
3,487,703
223,839
619,786
3,296,694
5,379,381
1,734,136
2,535,540
5,477,075

Total income

33,431,578

MCC Canada financial**

Disbursement

Agriculture & integrated development
Emergency assistance
Economic & technical assistance
Education
Health
Social services
Religious & peace
Support services & fund raising
Material resources donated in kind
Total disbursements
Net increase in fund balance
Funds applied to long-term assets
Net increase in funds available for operations

3,505,073
2,281,436
5,893,099
2,423,151
1,410.996
2,444,758
2,549,346
3,006,433
8,012,615
31,526,907
1,904,671
404,908
1,499,763

*MCC income includes SI 1,819,746 U.S. from MCC Canada.

MCC U.S. Financial
MCC U.S.'s statement of income and disbursements is fully
consolidated into that of MCC.
Income
Designated contributions
General contributions allocated
Grant income
U.S. Service Program stipends
U.S. Peace Section revenue
MHS revenue
SWAP/DOOR
Material resources donated in kind
Other income
Total income
Disbursements
MCC U.S. Service Program
MCC U.S. Peace Section
Mennonite Disaster Service
Mennonite Health Services
Urban Ministries
Material resources donated in kind
Criminal Justice
Other programs
Constituency Activities
Regional activities
Executive office
Support services
Total disbursements
Net increase in fund balance
Funds applied to long-term assets
Net increase in funds available for operations

shar

$373,255
2,410,000
33,701
683,247
38,855
309,728
117,129
33,348
27,910
4,027,173

973.441
335,411
141,465
362,977
166,782
33,348
53,158
104,203
271,838
665,993
120,877
541,649
3,771,142
256,031
6,531
249,500

Revenue
Contributions
Constituency
Other
Grants
CIDA
Other
Earned income
SELFHELP Crafts
Voluntary Service
Interest
Other
Material resources/food aid
Contribution
Grants
Interest and other
Total
Expenditures
Program
Coordination
Development education
Disability concerns
Eastern regions
Employment concerns
Kanadier concerns
Material resources/food aid
Mennonite Central Committee
Mental health concerns
Native concerns
Other
Peace and social concerns
Refugee assistance
SELFHELP Crafts
Victim offender ministries
Voluntary service
Women's concerns
General administration
Total
Excess of revenue over expenditures
Equity at beginning of year
Equity at end of year

6,508,031
121,725
3,841,083
265,114
3,154,246
779,839
73,681
177,092
1,859,135
4,875,977
163,359
21,819,282

316,998
145,427
33,862
312,844
169,786
358,063
5,875,383
7,770,189
81,828
146.906
196,860
84,786
66,636
2,863,863
79,383
877,962
41,664
699,454
20,121,894
1,697,388
4,903,994
6,601,382

**in Canadian dollars
Audited financial statements are available from MCC. PO Box 500, Akron,
PA 17501-0500.
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Personnel
charts
Africa
Africa (YDT)
Angola
Botswana
Burkina Faso
Chad
Ethiopia
Ghana
Kenya
Lesotho
Mozambique
Nigeria
South Africa
Sudan
Swaziland
Tanzania
Uganda
Zaire
Zambia
Zimbabwe
Asia
Bangladesh
Cambodia
China
India
Indonesia
Japan
Laos
Nepal
Philippines
Taiwan
Thailand
Vietnam
Europe
Germany
Ireland
Switzerland
USSR/Russia
Yugoslavia

3

19
0
0
0
1
1
0
2
2
0
1
3
1
0
0
0
1
5
2
0
14
10
0
0
0
2
0
1
0
1
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
20
Latin America
Latin America (YDT)
0
Bolivia
8
2
Brazil
Costa Rica
0
El Salvador
1
Guatemala
0
Haiti
6
Honduras
1
1
Jamaica
Mexico
0
Nicaragua
1
Paraguay
0
Middle East
0
Egypt
0
Jordan
0
Lebanon
0
Syria
0
West Bank
0
2
North America
Canada - volunteer
1
- local VS
0
1
- salaried
- other
0
United States - volunteer 0
- local VS
0
0
- salaried
- other
0
TOTAL
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13
0
0
0
3
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
2
0
4
1
0
3
0
2
0
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
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10
0
0
1
3
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
1
1
0
0
0

10
0
0
0
1
1
0
0
0
0
1
2
0
1
0
0
1
1
2
0

27
0
2
4
1
1
0
0
3
1
0
3
0
4
1
0
0
2
3
2

15 44
0
0
0
0
2
3
1
3
0
4
0
4
0
0
3
2
3
1
1
1
0
3
0
3
2
2
3
3
0
3
0
3
0
7
0
2
0 0

11
7
0
0
0
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
1
1

0 149
0
7
0
2
0
10
0 13
0 12
0
4
0
2
0 10
0
5
0
4
0 12
0
6
0
9
0
8
0
6
0
6
0 19
0 11
0
3

13
6
1
0
0
1
0
0
4
1
0
0
0

4
0
1
0
0
0
0
2
1
0
0
0
0

18
4
0
10
0
0
0
0
0
2
0
0
2

5 28
1 5
0
2
0
0
0
2
0
6
0
0
0
2
0
3
3
2
0
0
1 2
0 4

11
0
0
0
4
0
2
0
0
1
4
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

96
26
6
10
6
10
2
5
8
10
4
3
6

6
3
0
1
2
0
23
0
3
2
2
0
2
4
2
3
4
1
0
10
2
3
2
1
2
239
21
22
60
0
29
1
106
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
14
6
2
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
0
0
0
0
0
0
12
12
0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
8
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
8

23
11
5
2
3
2
143
6
44
16
2
8
4
16
9
15
6
12
5
28
16
4
2
1
5
547
91
76
107
1
93
8
162
9

4 5 1 0 2 140 3 5 0

48

0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
18
12
0
0
7
5
1
2
0
0
2
0
0
1
1
0
0
1
1
0
1
1
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3 169
3
9
0 39
0
26
0
0
0
36
0
7
0
51
0
1

55 34 204

0
8
9
0
2
6
0
0
5
1
0
0
1
0
0
1
1
0
24 19 16
0
0
0
4
7
8
3
3 0
0
0
0
1
3
1
0
1 0
4
0
1
2
1 2
1
4
5
0
0
0
1
2
3
2
0
0
1 16
1
1 12
1
0
1
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
0
3
6 14 94
0
5 40
0
15
0
2
2 16
0
1
0
4
5 19
0
0
0
2
0
3
0
0
0
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U.S. service workers
California
District of Columbia
Florida
Georgia
Kentucky
Louisiana
Pennsylvania
Total

2
6
8
5
14
6
52
93

Canadian service workers
(Includes Voluntary Service, Local Voluntary Service and SALT workers)
British Columbia
Alberta
Saskatchewan
Manitoba
Ontario
Quebec
Maritimes
Nfld./Labrador
Total

34
11
21
42
44
2
5
8
167

Material resources in 1991
MCC shipped 43.2 million pounds (19.4 million kilograms) of material
resources to 22 countries in 1991. Of that. 42.6 million pounds (19.2 million
kilograms) were food resources, including beans, com, flour, meat, milk, oil,
rice and wheat. Other items shipped were:
26,802 blankets, comforters and quilts
14,454 layettes
3,046 sheets
6,127 towels
8,208 health kits
26,123 school kits
362 sewing kits
35,000 yards (31,850 meters) fabrics
61.362 pounds (27.613 kilograms) of medical supplies valued at 5615,000
108.126 pounds (48.657 kilograms) of soap
186.083 pounds (83.737 kilograms) of clothing
441.726 pounds (198,777 kilograms) of canned meat
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Left, John A. Lapp,
seated, and Nancy R.
Heisey, standing,
serve as executive
secretary and
associate executive
secretary for MCC,
respectively. Right
are Lynette Y. Meek,
seated, and Daniel
Zehr, standing, who
serve as executive
secretary for MCC
U.S. and MCC Canada,
respectively.

Message from the executive
secretary
At the end of 1991 the words of Mary's Magnificat ring loud
and true: the proud are scattered; the mighty put down; the
lowly exalted; the hungry filled with good things. Great
financial empires totter; seemingly powerful governments
have been voted out; the Soviet Union ceases to exist.
Events outrace conventional wisdom.
Seeing things break apart comes as an enormous shock.
Our first inclination was to say it cannot happen here. But
disintegration is happening here too. The environment is
befouled; homelessness and joblessness are next door; social
safety nets are less available; traditions no longer answer the
questions of the moment.
In this situation, MCC shares hope. Our very existence is a
statement of hope by the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
conferences of Canada and the United States. For this people
"faith is being sure of what we hope for." Faith is expressed
in sign-pointing deeds of hope — serving the hungry with
food, the thirsty with water, the outsider with friendship, the
sick with medicine, the prisoner with a visit.
In 1991 MCC workers shared hope on five continents.
Among these were Dr. Bruce and Ann Huntwork who shared
hope in a Kurdish refugee camp clinic in Iran. John Paul
Lederach shared hope organizing a conciliation process for
war-torn Somalia. Bill and Elizabeth Voth shared hope
teaching reading to adults in Kentucky. Brian Elliot shared
hope managing the Voluntary Service program in New
Brunswick.
"Sharing hope" is not a grand strategy. Rather it comes
through tiny acts of significant sharing, through attentiveness
to others' needs. It does not depend on big programs, orderly
arrangements, powerful achievements. As our text
says, "Hope is in the Lord."
Rather than an easy optimism, hope reflects the conviction
that wrongs will be made right, that evil will not triumph.
Life is a persistent struggle, with both creation and
disintegration. But with God at the beginning and ending,
hope rests in the knowledge that there indeed is resurrection.
That is the hope we share "In the name of Christ."

Cash projects
• ••

Material resource
projects
•••

(April) Assisting refugees:
Increasing numbers of
South African refugees
are coming to the
Christian Council of
Mozambique for help. Due
to Mozambique's
prolonged war, the church
there has few resources;
an MCC grant helps the
council aid refugees. $25
U.S./S30 Cdn. supports
one child for a month.
Please include project
number B627-20 with your
contribution.

(April) Quilts: The number of
quilts available at MCC relief
sale auctions dropped in
1991. Proceeds from the
sale of these quilts go to
meet human need
worldwide. Contact your
MCC regional office for a list
of sale locations. Contact
relief sale organizers for
their guidelines on what
types of quilts to make.

•••
(May) Blankets: In 1992 MCC
plans to ship blankets to
Mozambique, Jamaica, Haiti
and other countries as
emergencies arise. MCC
shares double or full-size
lightweight knotted
comforters/quilts and
blankets.

• ••
(May) Freeing the
enslaved: More than 5
million bonded laborers in
India cannot free
themselves. High interest
rates prevent them from
repaying even small initial
loans. S120 U.S./S140
Cdn. enables a family of
five to win freedom
through the courts and
helps them start a small
business. Please include
project number B708-30
with your contribution.

•••
(June) Bedding: MCC will
ship 90 bales of bedding to
war-torn Mozambique
in 1992; the church there
will share the bedding with
refugees and displaced
people returning home.
Bedding made entirely of
new material that does not
show stains and dirt is
preferred. Suggested sizes
are 60 to 72 inches (152 to
183 cm) wide and 80 to 90
inches (203 to 229 cm) long.

•••
(June) Preventing
deforestation: Since 1966
the Philippines has lost 95
percent of its forests,
which means accelerated
erosion and more typhoon
damage. MCC supports
Philippine efforts to
confront the powerful
interests destroying these
forests. S20 U.S./S24
Cdn. trains one community
organizer. Please include
project number B718-15
with your contribution.
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• • • John A. Lapp
MCC Executive Secretary
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